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KCAHS 2019 East Advocacy Team  

Online Questions to Eastside Candidates 

 

1. What is your name? 

Vanessa Kritzer 

 

2. For which position are you running? 

Redmond City Council Position No. 5 

 

3. Will you support an increase in Human Services funding in the city next budget cycle so 

that we can continue moving toward a stable and secure community human services 

support system with adequate capacity to help every resident thrive? 

 

Yes 

 

4. What experience do you have in listening to and amplifying community voices--

particularly those farthest from opportunity? In what ways do you base your policies and 

priorities on the needs of those who will be most impacted by them? 

 

I began my career as an organizer and am running for city council because I care 

deeply about making sure that community voices are heard.  

In particular, I focused on building solidarity efforts to support victims of 

violence, internally displaced people, refugees, and threatened union leaders in 

Latin America. I worked to tell the stories of these people to those who could 

impact their lives through policy, including U.S. legislators and their constituents, 

helping them understand the impact our policies can have globally. I organized a 

month of action in which over 40,000 people participated in 70 cities both the U.S. 

and Colombia to call for peace and humanitarian aid for those most harmed by 

their decades-long internal armed conflict.  

I have also worked to empower people with the tools to organize for 

environmental justice in their communities and diversify leadership in the 

environmental movement. While serving as student regent at the University of 

Washington, I launched a year-long project to increase student input in the 

budget and other key decisions that affect affordability and access to public 

higher education. I worked hard to make sure that a diversity of student voices 
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and experiences were considered. Most recently, I have served on Redmond's 

Planning Commission, where I have pushed to bring residents' input into 

planning decisions and advocated for more progress on affordable housing to 

ensure people of all walks of life can call Redmond home. 

If elected, I would work hard to reach out to historically marginalized 

communities to ensure we hear their perspectives as we make decisions. I hope 

to encourage the city to use a policy toolkit that would add a step into decision-

making to identify communities and individuals most impacted by policies and 

gather their input before moving forward. 


