
1 
 

KCAHS 2019 East Advocacy Team  

Online Questions to Eastside Candidates 

 

1. What is your name? 

Toby Nixon 

 

2. For which position are you running? 

Kirkland City Council Position No. 4 

 

3. Will you support an increase in Human Services funding in the city next budget cycle so 

that we can continue moving toward a stable and secure community human services 

support system with adequate capacity to help every resident thrive? 

 

Yes. I have supported all of the increases in human services funding that have 

been adopted in the city budget during my eight years on the city council, and 

expect to continue supporting increases in human services funding in the future 

as the needs continue to increase. I will gladly vote for the city's portion of 

funding the new shelter for women and families that will open next year, which is 

our single largest current initiative. I was one of the most outspoken supporters 

of creating a Human Services Commission in Kirkland to help us identify needs 

and best practices to address them, to be as effective as possible with the 

resources available. 

 

4. What experience do you have in listening to and amplifying community voices--

particularly those farthest from opportunity? In what ways do you base your policies and 

priorities on the needs of those who will be most impacted by them? 

 

I can connect with people of limited means because I grew up in humble 

circumstances myself. My dad, who was disabled in a work accident, raised my 

two younger brothers and me on public assistance (welfare, food stamps, 

Medicaid, rental housing assistance, free school lunch programs, and 

government surplus food) while struggling through a string of failed attempts to 

start small businesses he could do while living with his disability. There was one 

time when we were effectively homeless, having relocated to a new city by 

Greyhound bus with all our belongings in cardboard boxes and no idea where we 

were going to stay the day we arrived. I can say "I've been there" and mean it. I've 
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been very fortunate in my computer career, but have never forgotten the 

circumstances in which I grew up and all the help we received from so many 

people. I keep that in mind in all that I do in my public service. I am one of the 

organizers of Kirkland Nourishing Network, providing food to needy families to 

help them through the long school breaks when kids aren't receiving meals at 

school, and I'm on the board of Kirkland Interfaith Network, in which churches 

collaborate to meet the needs of people with low incomes. Whenever the city is 

considering changes in taxes, fees, or utility rates, I consistently speak up and 

remind everyone of the impacts on needy individuals and families with children. I 

was one of the strongest voices in support of the city establishing a scholarship 

program so that kids from families of limited means can participate in city 

recreation and sports programs they could otherwise not afford. My wife and I 

have personally provided rooms in our own home for many people over the years 

who would have otherwise been homeless or living in their cars. It is just who I 

am and who we are. 


