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KCAHS 2019 East Advocacy Team  

Online Questions to Eastside Candidates 

 

1. What is your name? 

Neal Black 

 

2. For which position are you running? 

Kirkland City Council Position No. 5 

 

3. Will you support an increase in Human Services funding in the city next budget cycle so 

that we can continue moving toward a stable and secure community human services 

support system with adequate capacity to help every resident thrive? 

 

I will always be in support of initiatives and programs that help ensure that every 

member of the Kirkland community (and the region, for that matter) have equal 

opportunities to thrive, equal opportunities to participate, equal access to city-

sponsored and city-enabled programs, and equal access to justice. That includes 

the most vulnerable of our residents, which include, among others, our unhoused 

residents, our immigrants, our residents with physical or mental disabilities, 

some of our youth, and some of our aging residents. There are specific issues 

with Kirkland's retail sales tax revenues and, more generally, issues with the 

reliability and predictability of tax revenue for local and state government in the 

state of Washington that make it almost impossible for a civic leader in Kirkland 

to make a firm commitment to increased funding. That said, stable and secure 

funding for such initiatives and programs will always be one of my highest 

priorities. Inclusivity as a tool to achieve equity for all residents is a touchstone 

for me. 

 

4. What experience do you have in listening to and amplifying community voices--

particularly those farthest from opportunity? In what ways do you base your policies and 

priorities on the needs of those who will be most impacted by them? 

 

My community service and policy work date back 25 years to when I was a 

legislative intern for the Natural Resources Committee of the California State 

Assembly. Later, I was a White House intern in the President Clinton's Office on 

Environmental Policy. During law school, I was a legal intern at the Environmental 

Defense Fund a law clerk in the Department of Justice's Environmental 
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Enforcement Division, and a law clerk for the Institute for Public Representation, 

representing the interests of the Anacostia Watershed Society in Washington, 

DC, whose primary objective was to protect Washington, DC's poorest 

community members from the health risks associated with living on the banks of 

a polluted watershed. 

 

After my wife and I moved to Kirkland and our two boys were older, I returned to 

my part-time, volunteer policy work as a member of the Board of Trustees of 

Washington Ceasefire - at the time, the leading organization in the state of 

Washington advocating for common sense gun safety laws in hopes of 

protecting, among others, victims of domestic violence and those suffering from 

depression, anxiety, and thoughts of suicide. 

 

Later, I joined the fight for equal access to justice at the King County Bar 

Association. As a volunteer, I served for eight years on the KCBA's Public Policy 

Committee, four of those years as chair of the committee. For the past two years, 

I've served on the KCBA's Board of Trustees. The KCBA was founded over 125 

years ago in response to an acute act of injustice to some of Seattle's most 

vulnerable residents - those of Chinese ancestry (see: 

http://www.kcba.org/newsevents/kcbaevents/quasquicentennial/WSBAarticle.asp

x). 

 

Today, among other things, the KCBA is home to the Housing Justice Project. 

The HJP within the KCBA represents 90% or more of King County residents 

needing pro bono legal services in defense of an eviction proceeding. The HJP 

also helps administer the new Homebase program - co-funded by Microsoft, the 

Mariners, and others - which makes spot grants available to those suffering a 

temporary set-back who might be at the King County courthouse facing the threat 

of eviction. 

 

During the most recent legislative session in Olympia (the 2019 session), I 

worked on eviction reform (i.e., modernization of Washington's Residential 

Landlord-Tenant Act) to build in to the RLTA longer notice periods and judicial 

discretion. As important as longer notice periods are, the judicial discretion may 

be the most important component of the reforms that adopted this session, 

especially for tenants with disabilities that may lead to temporary set-backs. I 

traveled to Olympia to testify before a House committee and a Senate committee 

in support of the reform bills, and I joined in two stakeholder meetings with 

legislators. It was the HJP's research and Homebase's efforts that I was 

supporting by testifying and meeting with legislators in Olympia this session over 

eviction reform. 
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As outgoing chair of the KCBA's Public Policy Committee and a current member 

of the KCBA's Board of Trustees, I've heard from those directly involved in 

helping King County's poorest tenants stay in their homes. Together with the 

KCBA, its Board, and its members, I've taken advocacy positions on legal 

financial obligations, civil legal aid, barriers to re-entry, gun safety, and other 

issues that hope to protect the most vulnerable among us. 

 

All of the community service and policy work that I describe above is about 

listening to and amplifying the voices of those that are most vulnerable - and 

advocating on their behalf. 


