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KCAHS 2019 East Advocacy Team  

Online Questions to Eastside Candidates 

 

1. What is your name? 

Barbara de Michele 

 

2. For which position are you running? 

Issaquah City Council Position No. 3 

 

3. Will you support an increase in Human Services funding in the city next budget cycle so 

that we can continue moving toward a stable and secure community human services 

support system with adequate capacity to help every resident thrive? 

 

Under ordinary circumstances, my answer to this question would be "Absolutely 

yes!" Unfortunately, the City of Issaquah is facing a $5.4 shortfall for the 2020 

budget, and this will require very careful budgeting and belt tightening.  I do have 

concerns that the city has outlined specific cuts to the Issaquah Historic Society, 

Friends of the Issaquah Salmon Hatchery, and the Issaquah Food & Clothing 

Bank, and will advocate that the cuts be eliminated or reduced.  If Issaquah is 

able to balance its budget this year and build a better budget-building process for 

the future, I would strongly advocate for increased, stable and secure funding for 

community human services.  It is one of the top priorities for my campaign. I am 

also advocating for more affordable housing options (Priority #1) and increased 

public transit options (Priority #2).. 

 

4. What experience do you have in listening to and amplifying community voices--

particularly those farthest from opportunity? In what ways do you base your policies and 

priorities on the needs of those who will be most impacted by them? 

 

Between 1995 and 2003, I served two terms on the Issaquah School Board and 

deliberated through several issues that involved hundreds of people in 

community school decisions.  Between 1992 and 2010, I served as a Community 

Relations Planner for the King County Department of Transportation. My job was 

to involve residents of many different communities in the Puget Sound region in 

decisions related to road and transit improvements in their neighborhoods.  The 

communities I worked with intensely included Ballard, Rainier Valley, Redmond, 
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Vashon Island, and the Greater Eastside (involving every city along the Bothell to 

Renton corridor) -- all on major transit changes and road improvements.  Since 

retiring from King County, I worked as Executive Director for the Issaquah 

Community Network, focused on at-risk youth, and the Issaquah Schools 

Foundation Healthy Youth Initiative, focused on youth substance abuse 

prevention, suicide prevention and mental health promotion for Issaquah youth.  I 

currently serve as Business Manager of the Garage, A Teen Cafe, in central 

Issaquah.  Our high school attendees include LGBTQ students, students of color 

and students from many nationalities and immigrant populations.  I have worked 

to bring the voices of diverse communities to the table, where decisions are made 

and implemented, for nearly three decades.  In my platform statement on my 

website, I advocate for the city of Issaquah to begin producing documents in 

several of the languages spoken at home (30% of Issaquah residents were born 

outside of the United States); I advocate for including more representatives of 

diverse communities on city boards and commissions; and I advocate for the city 

council to adopt an equity statement. 


