
 
 
 
Alliance messages to KC Council for VSHS levy                                         May 22, 2017 

 
 The members of the King County Alliance for Human Services provide a range of services that 

help strengthen communities and families across the county at all points in the lifecycle, from 
early childhood to aging well. We help people going through crises like domestic violence, 
homelessness, or food insecurity, as well as our supporting our youth and seniors. (Mention 
your service area or geographic area, especially if outside Seattle.) 
 

 The members of the Alliance appreciate the leadership shown by King County Council in 
approving the earlier Veterans and Human Services levies and the overwhelming support of 
the voters for these services that have helped people across the county get back on their feet 
and rebuild support networks. 
 

 Now we urge the members of the King County Council to approve Executive Dow 
Constantine’s proposed Veterans, Seniors, and Human Services levy for the November ballot.   

 
 Thanks to the county’s oversight and evaluation, and the nonprofit’s engagement and 

provision of services, we know what works to support our county’s veterans, seniors, and 
survivors of domestic violence.  This has been consistently refined and demonstrated over the 
past ten years.  

  
 (Insert data & stories from your program- or others- currently funded by VHS levy. VHSL Levy 

Information 
 

 We also know we have more community members who would benefit from these supports. 
(Insert data from county’s analysis -(Data from the County's Analysis). 
 

 We also know that state and federal funding has decreased for services that help seniors 
thrive just as the numbers of seniors, including low income seniors, is increasing.  
 

 We need to apply all this knowledge and provide these successful supports to people who 
need them in communities across the county.  
 

 If we don’t pass this measure all the successes of the levy will end December 31st. 
 

 Approve this measure for the November ballot! 
 

 Thank you. 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/news/release/2017/May/22-veterans-seniors-levy.aspx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/news/release/2017/May/22-veterans-seniors-levy.aspx
http://files.constantcontact.com/ace34227401/6f0c674d-d97b-4cf7-bd6e-105ce176abac.pdf


 
 

 
FAQ’s --  Here are some facts about the levy. These are not for your messages to County Council, but 
for your information. And for your staff and boards’ information as they consider endorsing the levy. 
 
  The proposed measure will cost the owner of an average home in King County – currently $450,000 

– about $3 more each month. The owner of an average home currently pays about $1.50 per 
month to fund the levy, which will go up to $4.50 per month if it’s renewed.  

 
  The new levy will generate just over $400 million over the next six years, that’s $66million each 

year, continuing our commitment to veterans and vulnerable populations – and meet the needs 
of our region’s growing senior population.  

 
  Yes, this tax is regressive since the only tools we currently have to work with all are.  At the same 

time, this levy includes an exemption/rebate on property taxes for lowest income seniors, so they 
will actually pay less taxes if it passes than they would if the levy is not implemented. 

 
This is an expansion of the senior lower-income exemption program already run by the county, 
and includes about 16,000 enrolled households and others who qualify.  

 


